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To all Parents/Carers                  16 January 2017 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Happy New Year – I hope you have had an enjoyable festive break. The following information relates to the 
term ahead; please contact us at any time if you need any further information. 
 
Prelim’ Examinations 
Prelim’ examinations for S4, 5 and 6 pupils run from 27 January – 10 February. These are important 
assessments and pupils should make sure that they are in the right place at the right time, have the correct 
equipment and, of course, that they are suitably prepared. A number of subject departments offer out-of-
hours study support to reinforce learning and to help pupils prepare for the examinations. Please encourage 
your son/daughter to attend these sessions; details of times and locations are on the school website (News 
page).   
 
Dates for your Diary 

 
Tuesday 24 January   S3 Parents' Evening 
         (A separate letter and S3 S4 subject choice form is enclosed for S3 parents/carers) 
27 January – 10 February  Prelim’ Examinations (S4/5/6) 
Wednesday 8 February    Parent Council Meeting (7.00 pm) 
         (School will be closed to pupils 18 -22 February) 
22 February   Staff Training 
2 – 5 March    Prefects' London Trip 
Wednesday 8 March   S4 Parents’ Evening 
Thursday 16 March    S2 Parents' Evening 
Wednesday 5 April    School Closes, 3.30 pm (re-opens Mon 24 April) 

 
Inset Day (Staff Training Day) Change of Date 
Please note that next term’s inset day scheduled for Monday 5 June has been changed to Thursday 4 May. This 
change – which applies to all Highland schools – has been made to allow The Highland Council to use schools as 
polling stations for the forthcoming Council elections.  
 
Setting a High Standard 
I have been speaking to all pupils at assemblies this week about work ethic, standards of behaviour and 
working to ensure that each young person achieves his or her potential. We rely heavily on parents/carers to 
support the school by setting very high standards of attendance and punctuality; supporting the school’s 
requirement for pupils to adhere to our Code of Conduct and supporting our policy on school uniform.  
 
Most of our young people do very well with uniform, especially the ‘top-half’. However, recently, standards 
have slipped with some pupils wearing trousers with ripped knees – which are not acceptable – and white or 
coloured shoes, which are also not acceptable. We always try to make allowances for children growing out of 
uniform; difficulties in obtaining suitable clothing and footwear locally as well as the occasional accident but 
would very much appreciate your support in maintaining the highest possible standards. If you need further 
information about our uniform expectations, please refer to the school website. 
 
We are now adding a blazer, as an option, to the school uniform. A number of Pupil Voice members have been 
trialling this for a number of weeks and I’m sure you will agree from the photos on the enclosed order form, it 
looks extremely smart. If you would like to order a school blazer, please return the order form to the school 
office with payment of £30 per blazer. We will be sending away an order at the end of January with further 
orders sent as required.   
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National Improvement Framework – National Standardised Assessments 
The Deputy First Minister has launched a package of information for parents and carers on assessment linked 
to the development of the National Improvement Framework. This information focuses on assessment within 
the broad general education (S1 – S3) and where the new national standardised assessments will fit within this. 
A copy of ‘Assessing Children’s Progress: A Guide for Parents and Carers’ can be downloaded from our website. 
 
Winter Weather Arrangements 
Very occasionally it is necessary to close the school due to adverse weather conditions. This will only happen if 
we are unable to staff the school (if it is dangerous or impossible for staff to travel to school) or if there is a 
heating or lighting failure. If the school is to be closed, you will be able to get information from local radio 
stations (Nevis Radio or BBC Radio Highland). You can also access the Winter Weather Website 
http://www.highland.gov.uk/schoolclosures or telephone the Highland Telephone Messaging Service  
0800 564 2272 and enter the PIN 04 1150 for specific information about Lochaber High School.  
 
The decision on whether or not to send a child to school is the responsibility of the parent. If you are unsure 
about weather conditions, please consider your child’s safety first. In the event of bad weather, please use the 
website or the telephone messaging service to get up-to-date information before the school opens; please do 
not telephone the school office as it will not be possible to answer calls from all parents.  
 
Website 
All of the above information is available on our website, www.lochaberhigh.org or just ‘Google’ for “Lochaber 
High”. Please visit the website and bookmark for future reference. 
 
Thank you for your continuing support of the school. I look forward to meeting as many parents as possible at 
the forthcoming Parents’ Evenings and hope that 2017 will be a happy and successful year for you, your family 
and the school. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Jim Sutherland 
Head Teacher 
 
 

http://www.highland.gov.uk/schoolclosures
http://www.lochaberhigh.org/

